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: I hereby certify that this correspondence is being: ' 



For: GEMSTONE MATERIAL 



[x] deposited with the United States Postal Service as first- 
class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner 
:for Patents, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 



[ ] facsimile transmitted to the Patent and Trademark 
Office / . . \ ; • •> •- . 



[ ] hand delivered to the Patent and Trademark Office 



To: 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



SIR: 



The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within 
three months of the filing date of the application or date of entry into the national stage of 
an international application or before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits, whichever occurs last. 37 CFR 1.97(b). 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure, a completed Form PTO-1449 is 
enclosed. Consideration of each of the listed references by the Examiner is respectfully 
requested. Applicants also respectfully request that an initialed copy of Form PTO-1449 
indicating such consideration be returned with the next Official Action, as set forth in 
MPEP 609. 

By submitting these references, applicants do not admit that the references are 
prior art to or material to this application, and reserve the right to establish that any 
reference is not prior art. Applicants do not represent that the references have been 



reviewed in detail; there may be details in the references of which applicants are 
unaware. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional filing fees 
required to Deposit Account No. 061910. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eric J. Snustad 
Registration No. 45,120 
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. 
200 South Sixth Street 
Suite 4000 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-1425 
(612) 492-7151 
Customer No. 022859 



Dated: 16? fy-MoT Cfc* 



#3016474\1 




FORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 


SERIAL NO. 


45837.2.11 


10/618,959 


APPLICANT 




KEARNES, et al. 




FILING 


GROUP 


November 4, 2002 


3628 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



FILING DATE 



2,535,807 



12/1950 



Moyd 



63 



32 



2,948,082 



8/1960 



Watson 



49 



78.1 



3,581,522 



6/1971 



Wincklhofer et al. 



63 



32 



3,742,731 



7/1973 



Phillips et al. 



63 



32 



3,864,939 



2/1975 



Phillips et al. 



63 



32 



4,030,317 



6/1977 



Rogell 



63 



32 



4,039,726 



8/1977 



Carr et al. 



428 



539 



5,853,826 



12/1998 



Starcke et al. 



428 



15 



6,197,428 



3/2001 



Rogers 



428 



446 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



TRANSLATION 



YES 



NO 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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